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GERALDTON SECONDARY COLLEGE � SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.58 pm]: Recently I attended Geraldton Secondary College to celebrate its 
seventieth anniversary and to open the new library and cafeteria and the refurbished career and vocational 
education facilities. Dr Glynn Parry had organised some past students to talk about their time at the college. 
Betty Bunn spoke of her happy experiences as a foundation student in 1939, and Delma Attrill and Trish Sawyer 
spoke of their time at the college in the 1950s. Well-known local historian Max Cramer, who discovered the 
wreck of Batavia, spoke of his time at the college from 1947 to 1949. He spoke of riding a horse to the college 
from a dairy in Bluff Point. Chris Yates spoke fondly of his time spent at the college from 1984 to 1988. Mr Jack 
Trevaskis, also known as �Jack Trak�, was a teacher at the college from 1956 to 1958, and was principal from 
1968 to 1986. He spoke of his time at the college, and it was possible to sense the deep feelings he still has for 
the place. Finally, current school captains, Tessa Goddard and Todd King, spoke about the feelings of the current 
generation for the college. Geraldton Secondary College has the largest number of Aboriginal senior secondary 
students in the state, and it has an Aboriginal football and netball academy. It has strong relationships with 
TAFE�380 students are in the vocational education and training program�and the ABI Group has offered 
two scholarships to final-year students to study engineering and surveying. Geraldton Secondary College boasts 
Ernie Dingo and Hon Geoff Gallop among its former students. It has come through the last 70 years well since 
its opening by Western Australian Premier and local member John Willcock in 1939. I would like to give credit 
to current principal Gary Simmons and English teacher Carol Pluschke for their work on the celebrations and the 
performance of the school band on the night. The college�s motto is �The seeker finds�. The college and its 
students will continue to find a valuable role in the exciting future facing Geraldton. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


